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Besides, on all true virgins, at their birth,
Nature hath set a crown of excellence,
That all the wives and widows of the earth
Should give them place and do them reverence?

Wifi*     If to be born a maid be such a grace,

So was I born and graced by nature too,
But seeking more perfection to embrace
I did become a wife, as others do.

Widow.  And if the maid and wife such honour have,
I have been both, and hold a third degree.
Most maids are wards, and every wife a slave,
I have my livery sued and I am free.

Maid.     That is the fault, that you have maidens been
And were not constant to continue so:
The falls of angels did increase their sin,
In that they did so pure a state forgo*

But Wife and Widow, if your wits can make
Your state and persons of more worth than mine,
Advantage to this place I will not take}
I will both place and privilege resign.

Wifs.     Why marriage is an honourable state.
Widow. And widowhood is a reverend degree,
Maid,    But maidenhead, that will admit no mate,
Like majesty itself must sacred be.

Wift.     The wife is mistress of her family.

Widow.  Much more the widow, for she rules alone.

Maid.    But mistress of mine own desires am I,

When you rule others' wills and not your own*

Wift.     Only the wife enjoys the virtuous pleasure.
Widow. The widow can abstain from pleasures known.
Maid.     But the uncorrupted maid preserves such measure
A* being by pleasures wooed she cares for none*

Wift.     The wife Is like a fair supported vine.
Widov.  So was the widow, but now stands alone:

For being grown strong, she needs not to Incline.
Mad.    Maids, like the earth, supported are of none.